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I. Introduction



1946 – 1948: 431 babies of survivors - gathered from all over Europe - were 
born in the Displaced Persons Hospital in St Ottilien
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St. Ottilien Benedictine archabbey and monastery, Eresing, Bavaria
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How did I get there?



http://dphospital-ottilien.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/A-Family-Story-

Chapter-10-Michaela.pdf

Translated by Hanan Yinnon
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The silence opens
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II. The long road from Poland to St. Ottilien



The Hildebrand Family, Warsaw

Max (Matityahu)Hana (Chana) Misha (Michaela)

Warsaw 1935
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* Germany invades Poland on 1-9-39 and enters Warsaw on 8-9-39
* USSR invades Poland on 17-9-39, following the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact

# Max Hildebrand is recruited to the Polish army, 6-9-39, moving East

# Hana and Michaela escape Warsaw, September 1939 

Nazi army in Warsaw
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The long road of Michaela, Max and Hana from Warsaw to Munich – 1939 - 1946 



# Sept. 1939, escaping Warsaw east, to 
Ostrów Mazowiecka

# 1940: Following a pogrom which 
killed 2000 Jews, escaped to Bialystok 
in the Russian zone, survived by 
cooking for refugees

# Winter 1940: Deportation to  
Arkhangelsk, Siberia, to a forest-wood 
forced-labor camp until 1941

# 10-1941: Russian-German war starts 
– labor camps are freed. The family 
moves south to Aktyubinsk, Kazakhstan
then to Kokand, Uzbekistan

Horse carriages, trains, boats and trucks 
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The main stations of the long migration of Michaela

Forest-wood labor camps

Trains: A central theme during the war and 
in the post-war years



In Kokand, Uzbekistan

# Winter 1941: Max establishes an 
orphanage

# Winter1942/4:  Max is sent to jail in 
Tashkent for anti-Soviet activity and then to a 
forced-work camp in Aktyubinsk, Kazakhstan

# Winter 1943: Defeat of the Nazi army in 
Russia

# Summer 1944: Max released from jail 

# Late 1943, early 1944: Mass migration to 
the west, begins.

# May 1945: Germany surrenders.      
Max carries a victory speech in public, 
standing on a wooden barrel.

# Mass westward migration continues.
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Kokand, Uzbekistan

Orphanage, Uzbekistan

Max



The great migration to the West
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# 1944: Hildebrand family leaves Kokand and returns to Warsaw, and settles in 
Lodz, Poland.

# Michaela decides to leave Poland for good, reaching Walbrzych, near the 
border with Czechoslovakia, where she meets Israel 



Israel Steingarten

# 1940: Retruns to home village, Ratne, 
Wohlin, east Poland. 
With bicycle escapes to Russia.

# Reaches Zlatoust, Ural mountains

# 1940 – late 1943: : “Work Batalion” 
Until late 1943.

Israel
David and Mati Steingarten
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Israel Steingarten

Translated by E. Schleifer



1944-1946, Israel and Michaela – the road to Munich: 

* Israel returns to Ratne to find out the horrible fate of his family and 
the Jewish community

* Moves to Lublin, Poland and joins “The Escape” organization,  
הבריחה

* Continues to Lodz, Poland: Establishment of PECHACH
חלוצים   , פרטיזנים חיילים–ח"פח

* Ordered by “The Escape” and Pechach to move to Walbrzych, near 
the border with Czechoslovakia – helping the masses of  deported 
people to cross the mountainous border to Czechoslovakia

* Israel and Michaela meet in Walbrzych

* Under the instructions of Pechach organization they continue west: 
Bratislava – Vienna – Salzburg - Munich
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III. Munich – The Bavarian Exile



Maria-Theresia-Straße 9
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Settling in Munich



18

* 7th century: Eresing was evangelized by monks of the order of 
St. Augustine, who built an abbey and a monastic school that 
became one of the main higher-education centers in Western 
Europe.

* 1884: Andreas Amrhein, establishes “the Ottilien congregation” 
in its present location. 

* April 17, 1941: The Nazi security police (SIPO) converted the 
monastery into a military hospital for wounded German soldiers.

* April 1945: Liberation of the monastery by American forces 

* April 26, 1945: About 3500 seriously ill concentration camp 
prisoners from Kaufering satellite camp of Dachau are put into 
freights train-car destined for extermination in the Dachau camp. 
The Allies bombed what they believed was a German military 
transport train. Survivors were hospitalized with German soldiers 
in the St. Ottilien hospital.

* May 1945 - May 1948: St. Ottilien is one of the most significant 
centers for Jewish Holocaust survivors (~6000). The Displaced 
Persons (DP) camp was full of medical, educational, religous and 
cultural life. 
The Hospital considered one of the best.

St. Ottilien Benedictine Archabbey and Monastery

A rare photograph shows how the monks are 
brought away in busses after the Gestapo had 
taken over the monastery. Around 60 monks 
were „obliged“ to continue their work for the 
basic needs of the military hospital.



19

The Liberation Concert on May 27, 1945

To the Right Reverend Father 
Archabbot,
I take the liberty to invite you 
most cordially to the Liberation 
Concert which will take place on 
Sunday, May 27, 1945. The 
beginning is on 16:30.
Signed by Dr Grinberg

http://dphospital-ottilien.org/

One of the most iconic events in St. Ottilien was the emergence 
of the camp orchestra. On May 27, 1945, just weeks after 
liberation, eight Jewish survivors gave their first concert on the 
hospital lawn of the monastery 



1946 – 1948: 431 babies of the deported people, born
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Erika Grube sketch of St. Ottilien Hospital. Erika was a movement physiotherapist

http://dphospital-ottilien.org/
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Happiness
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# End months of 1948: 
St Ottilien Deported People 
Camp closes.

# Dec 1948:  Steingarten family 
and others leave to Bandol near 
the port city of Marseille

# Feb 1949: Boarding Negba, a 
very old ship, built in Holland in 
1915. The 2nd ship ever 
purchased by Zim.

Arriving Haifa in 14-2-49
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From Munich to Haifa, Israel



List of passengers on Negba
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First steps: Immigrant camp - ma’abara in Hadera
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Hadera’s maabara
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IV. Epilog



1993 – first visit to St Ottilien
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Spring 2018, Israel and St.ottilien: 
The German Public TV prepares a documentary on St Ottilien babies

Producer Tilmann Kleinjung



2018-09-16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgxYlv7vsIU
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10-12 June 2018: A conference in St. Ottilien 
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The conference
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Permanent exhibition and restoration project in St Ottilien
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A restored building, and probably the room where 
Michaela stayed with David
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With the Mayor of Eresing, 
looking for records of the birth 
of David
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Last but not least



Michaela‘s map is displayed in a permanent exhibition in the 

House of the History of the Federal Republic of Germany
(Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland), Bonn
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