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l. Introduction




1946 - 1948: 431 babies of survivors - gathered from all over Europe - were

born in the Displaced Persons Hospital in St Ottilien

367.| Dichtenberg Pesa Blyma 1947/05/31 Poland/Krakow
368. | Fenster Eliahu 1947/06/01 Poland/Pultusk
369. | Szpikowska Ester 1947/06/01 Poland/Smalyavichy
370.| Szeinberg Motek Binek 1947/06/02 5
371.| Rotstein Icz Leib 1947/06/05
372.| Rock Josef 1947/06/11
% 373.| Steingarten David 1947/06/12
374.| Kreisel Uriel 1947/06/18
(Rosenbaum?)
375.| Goldberg Joel 1947/06/19
376. | Sperling Wolf 1947/06/21
377.| Pszczola David 1947/06/25




St. Ottilien Benedictine archabbey and monastery, Eresing, Bavaria
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The silence opens

i1Tnowyn niailyg

A Family Story

1900 — 1950
By

Michaela Avnir-Darmon
Jerusalem, 1985

moneY aoprY
Chapter 10: Munich - The Bavarian Exile
17T 172X RID With Prologue, Background and Epilogue

Translated by Hanan Yinnon

http://dphospital-ottilien.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/A-Family-Story-
Chapter-10-Michaela.pdf
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ll. The long road from Poland to St. Ottilien




The Hildebrand Family, Warsaw

Misha (Michaela) Max (Matityahu) -

Hana (Chana)



* Germany invades Poland on 1-9-39 and enters Warsaw on 8-9-39
* USSR invades Poland on 17-9-39, following the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
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# Max Hildebrand is recruited to the Polish army, 6-9-39, moving East

# Hana and Michaela escape Warsaw, September 1939



The long road of Michaela, Max and Hana from Warsaw to Munich — 1939 - 1946

12,073 km
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The main stations of the long migration of Michaela

# Sept. 1939, escaping Warsaw east, to
Ostrow Mazowiecka

# 1940: Following a pogrom which
killed 2000 Jews, escaped to Bialystok
in the Russian zone, survived by
cooking for refugees

# Winter 1940: Deportation to
Arkhangelsk, Siberia, to a forest-wood
forced-labor camp until 1941

# 10-1941: Russian-German war starts
— labor camps are freed. The family
moves south to Aktyubinsk, Kazakhstan
then to Kokand, Uzbekistan
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Forest-wood labor camps

Trains: A central theme during the war and
in the post-war years
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In Kokand, Uzbekistan

# Winter 1941: Max establishes an
orphanage

# Winter1942/4: Max is sent to jail in
Tashkent for anti-Soviet activity and then to a
forced-work camp in Aktyubinsk, Kazakhstan

# Winter 1943: Defeat of the Nazi army in
Russia

# Summer 1944: Max released from jalil

# Late 1943, early 1944: Mass migration to
the west, begins.

# May 1945: Germany surrenders.
Max carries a victory speech in public,
standing on a wooden barrel.

# Mass westward migration continues.




The great migration to the West
\
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# 1944: Hildebrand family leaves Kokand and returns to Warsaw, and settles in
Lodz, Poland.

# Michaela decides to leave Poland for good, reaching Walbrzych, near the
border with Czechoslovakia, where she meets Israel
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Israel Steingarten

# 1940: Retruns to home village, Ratne,
Wohlin, east Poland.
With bicycle escapes to Russia.

# Reaches Zlatoust, Ural mountains

# 1940 - late 1943: : "Work Batalion”
Until late 1943. David and Mati Steingarten

@ Stockholm
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I am hungry today as yesterday...

Israel Steingarten

My grandfather used to bow his head during bad fateful hours,
Murmuring ceaselessly, religiously: “Happy is the just man...”
And I, with a paling face, I look frozen on my days

And nothing comes to my mind: I am hungry today as yesterday...

I am hungry today as yesterday — and like yesterday

[ walk today on old trodden ways;

Awaiting calm faces that should suddenly appear,
Familiar shadows from way back come towards me - - -

As they come towards me, [ am unable to conceal
Even a single remnant of my feelings:

Hungry as yesterday, [ am waiting for the morrow;
Tomorrow, miracles will pacify my hunger...

My grandfather used to bow his head during bad fateful hours,
Murmuring ceaselessly, religiously: “Happy 1s the just man...”
And I, with a paling face, I look frozen on my days

And nothing comes to my mind: Tam hungry today as yesterday...

24.1V.1942 Translated by E. Schleifer
14




1944-1946, Israel and Michaela — the road to Munich:

* Israel returns to Ratne to find out the horrible fate of his family and
the Jewish community

* Moves to Lublin, Poland and joins “The Escape” organization,
nnMan

* Continues to Lodz, Poland: Establishment of PECHACH
nD\17N ,0°?7N 0D1Pv1a - N"Na

* Ordered by “"The Escape” and Pechach to move to Walbrzych, near
the border with Czechoslovakia — helping the masses of deported
people to cross the mountainous border to Czechoslovakia

* |srael and Michaela meet in Walbrzych

* Under the instructions of Pechach organization they continue west:
Bratislava — Vienna — Salzburg - Munich
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ll1l. Munich - The Bavarian Exile

A Family Story
By
Michaela Avnir-Darmon

Jerusalem, 1985

Chapter 10: Munich - The Bavarian Exile
With Prologue, Background and Epilogue

16



Settling tn Munich

Egling an
der Paar

ALLESHAUSEN

KALTENBERG,
Geltendorf

CHWABHAUSEN

BEI LANDSBERG

Sankt Ottilien
Eresing

b 5o}

Finning

Hofstetten

P
s Windacl

Adelshofen

Furstenfeldbrick
Jesenwang / \

Moorenweis /

P

Schongeising
9
Grafrath
Turkenfeld .

fAning am
ot Ammersee
h

Schondorfiam
Ammersee

SRE(TERUNN

AN AMMERSEE

Utting am

Ammersee.

sjawwy

WeBling

Seefeld

Gilching

Grobenzell

Eichenau
Puchheim
5
Alling S
Germering

OBERFFAFFENHOFEN

Gauting

Starnbérg-

Planegg
Krailling

Schloss Nymphengurg
5" speakeasy.Mincjd W&
Language school | 'Delts..

> | Unterfohring

7 |
{ SEA MFE Miinchen

| Englischer
Garten

=\ GIESING

|
| RAMERSDORF-PERLACH

Taufkirchen —Hohenbrunt
Oberhaching
\
| \
\ Brunnthal

17



St. Ottilien Benedictine Archabbey and Monastery

* 7th century: Eresing was evangelized by monks of the order of
St. Augustine, who built an abbey and a monastic school that
became one of the main higher-education centers in Western
Europe.

* 1884: Andreas Amrhein, establishes “the Ottilien congregation”
in its present location.

* April 17, 1941: The Nazi security police (SIPO) converted the
monastery into a military hospital for wounded German soldiers.

* April 1945: Liberation of the monastery by American forces

* April 26, 1945: About 3500 seriously ill concentration camp
prisoners from Kaufering satellite camp of Dachau are put into
freights train-car destined for extermination in the Dachau camp.
The Allies bombed what they believed was a German military
transport train. Survivors were hospitalized with German soldiers
in the St. Ottilien hospital.

* May 1945 - May 1948: St. Ottilien is one of the most significant
centers for Jewish Holocaust survivors (~6000). The Displaced
Persons (DP) camp was full of medical, educational, religous and
cultural life.

The Hospital considered one of the best.

A rare photograph shows how the monks are
brought away in busses after the Gestapo had
taken over the monastery. Around 60 monks
were ,obliged” to continue their work for the
basic needs of the military hospital.
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The Liberation Concert on May 27, 1945

One of the most iconic events in St. Ottilien was the emergence
of the camp orchestra. On May 27, 1945, just weeks after
liberation, eight Jewish survivors gave their first concert on the
hospital lawn of the monastery

To the Right Reverend Father
Archabbot,

| take the liberty to invite you
most cordially to the Liberation
Concert which will take place on
Sunday, May 27, 1945. The
beginning is on 16:30.

Signed by Dr Grinberg

http://dphospital-ottilien.org/
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1946 — 1948: 431 babies of the deported people, born

S0 /7. [ DICNILENDETE rEsa BIynid 1997/U3/31
368. | Fenster Eliahu 1947/06/01
369. | Szpikowska Ester 1947/06/01
370. | Szeinberg Motek Binek 1947/06/02
371. | Rotstein Icz Leib 1947/06/05
372.| Rock Josef 1947/06/11
373. | Steingarten David 1947/06/12
374. | Kreisel Uriel 1947/06/18
(Rosenbaum?)
375. | Goldberg Joel 1947/06/19
376. | Sperling Wolf 1947/06/21
377.| Pszczola David 1947/06/25

4-8-1947
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Erika Grube sketch of St. Ottilien Hospital. Erika was a movement physiotherapist

http://dphospital-ottilien.org/

21



swen by

1947 —

r

(60)]

A

R — iG

q233375m I8 nava T

JOBYT 1D 1PN T AMK AUmD 1D ovan

PIWTS ION BB [pRNnS A

TAPIN T 0N PN, (MDY 2640) v

JOWEYS VP IRNYY By

115 DY POVININTINGN PPN
MR BW O Pam aupmea s
BYI MIND YT DB PoIpd, Dy
B OPROUM poNeyy pwpmansa

4 Jnn R

JETTIRG

TINEPIM-PEIWD pEpEy 8 PR
PIWTIRDD DNIAIND TIK PYIIONN
S PaRIYDIpORbY W ,DY'OYERID
NN WO ppaNOYRTNIBpYYY
TEPIPHNNY AN N5 DDID POR PR
PMIWITIRNS POPoTEDNS PN By
TIWTINN VT W DA PPN D
TN BPWYIPIN PN JIRD PRAND
YPEL YT PR nvom W PR

v nwRan

J2PPAPEWTIID WEPIURD pIRLY
_TBRP.YT IR PIRIOUN YPYTIET R
THD DNW DD PON pnt ey
PY YTIPOYD PRINDIWTIIN 7 J3v
1oymens W aReN jepzphNdonyt

JTIPEB W PN

WIRPR,  AETDOEYD T AN

TIND Dapbspb PR CBRN . byvpn
DD 3 T M3 TP mdn
1'® B™Man 150 ])JJXB)’J ']‘V JART YR

LINBPN. 11D Moy miwas

S TN BEYYI PRI YT PR

% s pn ey Pom
IEMNC NI OPROMBpRTRND. 1B
“AHIP MOY PID PINIB—ATINCING
MR PR yEYOIND  pEpmsy

— DYPUTTD 1D ARmIVENS
Y BYN B PEOBIYRY PN

YR 11D Ay mIpnRNS N {ymp TN
N ENY IMTIRS BN PApTINN
VRV R DI B 1
TISNTINOND T BN TP
KD YopYRENwBEIWRING [N [YEIND
WO W ORWNPIS D oy
TN RS YRITIWP pRey T joNe
—1BYMIPBRIE PIPOIY TIO PR naw

Spppbra, o TevoEnsp

" TPIDMRTBRT NWRNA ATpEn 0T

“BRP PINIDIN-BONID K 'S BPBIPD
MIPIUYT - BBR. B3 T D Jeyhe
13918 (1—27) RN B jpampona
VDI PaYYSINK YOMpI D 1YEoNR
7 8 i1 YT PYD) Pepdna, o

g

1my9an

TTIIN BANY
SOPTIN [PV
— n“mp V’SPN'W'!

2 pNBR 9 R‘WWYD'R“I&Q B)/mba)

N oyoEmRp SMg T PR (8

AN yRTaYEsTT e K
JIPIIN QDD PR YTD K
Y3y P DR OTE 3NT EMAN DapnYn
WN PR OJANPARD T P AN N
WWPOYOIYE Ry YT N3 PN

PIWONPTINTYD- ,ﬁ&m

R .oMan 170 - wOWS HaD P
BIDPY. WP WHRIW T DYT PINT
BV PIYIMND  PBREYEDD &
DB DYNPYS B mIp TYOIyn-asy
PR NI 2YON < JNN PO nMay
SIROWT T RbpmaN e e
=5¥M ,n"IE Y3 IRRIPERNPTTONN
~513-pp% PYmoNbD DIN BYIIN Y.

4 b
JOM R -2 MDY I8 BpEn)

o ST S e

STI2TWIRPDIND, 1D PINIDIN

N JD PITIRINR M SpHNIND

BINBYI PRI PP PN
IPRIWEONR B MIDTYRsyd. 1
IINR B YN PhEAY 1T P o

STPTWRD - WRNIREDNT  pbRImIYS

T3PS ITIRTPIRNEISD oy,
=P123 PN R TR R ten
WT PR T s Svbag papn iy

S JYPIRPRIND P IR WOPINS

R OBW U PPTIND NP By T2 DNT

PIYTWIRD IS jRIPRIPRT | yeNn

Sy
(EYIBIRD IR by

1 330D1IND WT D BN DT

MHmR wp

§ e S monas

g J = 9= 07

A58D YR SRS
nidinb
Y 3o9:n

JTIBTI UMD @ MwNT IpBBR

PIRD 1 P MM

Brandh, to.publish 7,500 copies of . Undzer Weg". It is published b;
«Pechach” magazine of Combatants, Veterans and Pioneers. Chef-red

Reiven Rubinstein, editor of .Undzer Weg"” (Our Way) has. been authorized by- Mil. Gov. of Bavaria. ICD Press
¥ the Central Committee of Libetated Jews of U,S. Zone -
ktor: L. Stei adres: Maria-Th Ste. 9.,

Drudkerei: Stiehl & Jeble, Miinchen 15:

LR e

— 12, 6, 1947

22



Happiness




# End months of 1948:
St Ottilien Deported People
Camp closes.

# Dec 1948: Steingarten family
and others leave to Bandol near
the port city of Marseille

# Feb 1949: Boarding Negba, a
very old ship, built in Holland in
1915. The 2" ship ever
purchased by Zim.

From Munich to Haifa, Israel

Arriving Haifa in 14-2-49

24
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First steps: Immigrant camp - ma‘abara in Hadera

Hadera’s maabara
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IV. Epilog
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1993 — first visit to St Ottilien
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Erzabtei St. Ottilien
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Spring 2018, Israel and St.ottilien:
The German Public TV prepares a documentary on St Ottilien babies

Producer Tilmann Kleinjung

29



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgxYIv7vsIU
2018-09-16




Schedule

Sunday, June 10, 2018

14:00 Opening of the exhibition “The Benedictine Monas-
tery St. Ottilien and its Jewish History 1945-48" in
cooperation with the Jewish Museum of Munich
Greetings by Archabbot Wolfgang Oexler (St. Ottilien), Dr.
Charlotte Knobloch (Jewish Community of Munich and
Upper Bavaria), Thomas Eichinger (District Administrator
of Landsberg am Lech), and Mayor Joseph Loy (Eresing)
Presentation by Dr. Julia Fleckenstein
(Jewish Museum of Munich)

Place: Gallery of St. Ottilien

15:30 Jewish Life in Bavaria after WW II

Public conference by Prof. Dr. Michael Brenner (Jewish
History Department of Munich)

Moderation: Thorsten Otto, Music: Susanne Weinhdppel
Place: Retreat House of St. Ottilien, Lecture Room, 3 floor
Followed by Reception

This public part will be held in German, the non-public
Symposium in English starts at 18:00 and takes place in the
Lecture Room of the Retreat House.

18:00 Opening and Introduction of the Symposium

Presentation: Evita Wiecki and Fr Cyrill Schaefer

18:30 The DP Hospital St. Ottilien between German, Ameri-
can and Jewish (Self-)Administration

Prof. Andrea Sinn, Elon University, USA
Discussion moderated by Eva Wiecki, MA

20:00 Dinner

10-12 June 2018: A conference in St. Ottilien

SANKT OTTILIEN - das Benediktinerkloster
und seine judische Geschichte / The Benedictine
Monastery and Its Jewish History, 1945-48

ium / Internat

Internationales Sy

Monday, June 11, 2018
9:00 Medical Problems of Holocaust Survivors and DPs
Dr. Jael Geis, Jewish Museum Berlin

Towards a History of the St. Ottilien Hospital
(1941/2-1948)
Eva Wiecki M.A., University of Munich
St. Ottilien — a place of rehabilitation for Holocaust
survivors as individuals and a public
Dr. Ada Shein, Jerusalem
Coffee Break
11:15 Americans, Jews, and Monks —
Protagonists of the DP-Period in St. Ottilien
Mirjam Spandri, University of Munich
Religious Life at the DP Hospital
Julia Schneidewind, University of Munich

Rabbi Abraham Klausner, Dr. Zalman Grinberg, and
the DP Zionism
Prof. Avinoam Patt, Hartford University, USA

12.30 Lunch
15:00 “Zachor — Remember!” But How? And What? About

Commemoration and Theories of Commemoration
Prof. Erik Petry, Center of Jewish Studies, Basel
DP-History in Expositions and Memories

Jutta Fleckenstein, Jewish Museum Munich

Commemoration of Family History. Discussion with
descendants of DP Patients and Medical Staff

Moderation: Prof. Petry and Dr. Hammermann

18:45 Dinner

19:30 Testimony of contemporary witness Prof. Robert
Hilliard

Moderation: Dr. Gabriele Hammermann, Dachau Memorial
Site

Tuesday, June 12, 2018

9:00 Yiddish Literature and Press Work of the DP
Tamar Lewinsky, Jewish Museum Berlin
Cultural Events at the DP Hospital St. Ottilien
Lara Theobald, University of Munich

The Liberation Concert and the Jewish Camp
Orchestra

Uli Unseld, Dachau Memorial Site

Coffee Break

11:15 Baby Boom and Gender Question during the DP Period
Atina Grossman, Cooper Union, New York
DP Children and the Activity of WHO
Claudia Moisel, University of Munich
12.30 Lunch
14:00 Children in St. Ottilien
Verena Buser, University of Munich
Children in St. Ottilien and their Fate
Carolin Piorun, University of Munich
Discussion

16:30 Departure for the Kaufering Camp 7 and guided tour

810T INNM "ZL-01

18:30: Reception at the Historical Town Hall of Landsberg
am Lech

Installing Memorial Sites in the District of Landsberg
am Lech

Ulrich Fritz, Bavarian Foundation for Memorial Sites

Farewell Dinner in Landsberg am Lech
and return to St. Ottilien.

June 13-15: For those from abroad, we offer an additional pro-
gramm after the symposium which includes tours to Dachau,
Kaufering, Munich and the region.

Registration
Fr Cyrill Schaefer
Erzabtei Sankt Ottilien
D-86941 St. Ottilien
+49 8193 71711
cyrill@ottilien.de

Participation and Fees
complete Symposium: 140,00 Euro
(boarding, meals, excursion to Landsberg)
single days: 30,00 Euro
(includes meals, but without boarding)

Boarding and conferences
are in the guesthouse of the monastery.

Arrival
Navigation System: Erzabtei 3, 86941 St. Ottilien
Please check in at the Reception of “Exerzitienhaus”
If you arrive later than 18:00 on Sunday,
please check in at the Reception of the Monastery.

For further information see3 1
www.dphospital-ottilien.org



The conference
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Permanent exhibition and restoration project in St Ottili
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A restored building, and probably the room where
Michaela stayed with David
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With the Mayor of Eresing,
looking for records of the birth
of David
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Last but not least
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Michaela’'s map is displayed in a permanent exhibition in the
House of the History of the Federal Republic of Germany
(Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland), Bonn
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